Reflection Questions

o What has your addiction/unhealthy attachment
robbed you of?
» Note: this is an important aspect of Step 1

o Reflecting on the various ways the priest, the

Levite, and the Samaritan choose to deal with the
half-dead, can you recall the different ways people

chose to deal with you as you were active in your
addiction or attachment?
» What have you found to be most helpful?
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Sunday Mass Readings This Week

1st Reading: Deuteronomy 30:10-14

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37

2nd Reading: Colossians 1:15-20
Gospel: Luke 10:25:37

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Addiction robs us of more than any thief can take
away from us. It strips us of our freedom and our
care for things of God. It removes us from our
families, loved ones, jobs, ambitions, dreams, and
esteem. Addiction disrobes us of our human
dignity, muddies the truth, and distorts the proper
use of our will. It leaves us feeling naked, beaten
up, and half-dead.

This Sunday's Gospel Reading includes a story that
we have likely heard many times—that of the Good
Samaritan. The passage begins as Jesus is being
put to the test by a man looking for a loophole. He
asks our Lord what he must do to inherit eternal
life and is able to cite the religious law:

"You shall love the Lord, your God,

with all your heart,

with all your being,

with all your strength,

and with all your mind,

and your neighbor as yourself."

[Jesus] replied to him, "You have answered
correctly; do this and you will live."
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Then Jesus tells a story to illustrate what love of
neighbor really looks like:

"A man fell victim to robbers
as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho.
They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him

half-dead.
A priest happened to be going down that road,

but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.

Likewise a Levite came to the place,

and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite
side.

But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him

was moved with compassion at the sight.

He approached the victim,

poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged
them.

Then he lifted him up on his own animal,

took him to an inn, and cared for him.

The next day he took out two silver coins

and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction,
'Take care of him.

If you spend more than what I have given you,

I shall repay you on my way back.'

Which of these three, in your opinion,

was neighbor to the robbers' victim?"

He answered, "The one who treated him with mercy."

Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

Like many biblical tales, we might try to identify with
one of the characters in the plot. In this case, we may
ask ourselves if our actions align with the priest and
Levite who pass by the man in need as they cross the

street to avoid him. Perhaps we can see ourselves in the

caring role of the Samaritan. What about recognizing
ourselves in the position of the beaten man?

The story of the Good Samaritan informs us about
how addiction recovery works in a very
sacramental way. We were left helpless on the
road from Jerusalem to Jericho (representing the
path away from God and toward sin). The priest
and Levite are on the same route, symbolizing a
fallen religion that has become self-absorbed and
unable to help us.

The Samaritan traveler, however, was moved to
pity at the sight of the beaten-up man. Early
Church Fathers read this as a metaphor for the
healing nature of God made flesh, noting that
Samaritans were cultural outcasts and despised by
many. It is significant that he approaches the
endangered man by pouring wine and oil over his
wounds.

Jesus Christ approaches us in our brokenness and
humiliation. Oil, which is used during baptisms,
confirmation, priestly ordinations, and anointing
of the sick, reaffirms our human dignity. The wine
that is converted into His blood is poured into us
to heal and transform us. The price He pays for
our redemption is one that has not been earned
nor can it be repaid. As we reflect on the gift that is
our recovery, we give thanks for the mercy with
which we are treated so that we may go and do
likewise.



	Jesus’ Prayer for All Believers
	John 17: 20-26
	“I pray not only for them,
	but also for those who will believe in me through their word,
	so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you,
	that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me.
	And I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one,
	I in them and you in me, that they may be brought to perfection as one,
	that the world may know that you sent me,
	and that you loved them even as you loved me. Father, they are your gift to me.
	I wish that where I am they also may be with me,
	that they may see my glory that you gave me,
	because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
	Righteous Father,
	the world also does not know you,
	but I know you, and they know that you sent me.
	I made known to them your name and I will make it known,
	that the love with which you loved me may be in them and I in them.”
	_______________________________
	_______________________________
	Jesus spent significant time journeying with his disciples before approaching his fateful death. Over the course of three years, twelve ordinary individuals were called by name and were taught by Christ, shared meals together, and witnessed our Lord o...
	Throughout the Easter season, the first readings each Sunday are taken from Acts of the Apostles and give us an opportunity to see the Holy Spirit working through a group of men and women that have been touched by Christ. Peter, who turned his back on...
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	Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed saying:
	“Now I am coming to you. I speak this in the world so that they may share my joy completely. I gave them your word, and the world hated them, because they do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. I do not ask that you take them ...
	Whether embarking upon our first month of sobriety or counting decades, we get an opportunity to return to the truth that is God’s word. In our recovery from alcoholism, drug addiction, compulsive overeating, gambling, porn and sex addiction, codepen...
	God is our answer. As faithful Catholics, we get to experience Him in the sacraments of healing and forgiveness. He surrounds us in the body of Christ that makes up our fellowship. We are in the world but not of the world, and can make a home here whi...
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